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In two different parts of the world, large numbers 
of young Franciscans recently gathered to pray and 
reflect, and to demonstrate their engagement with a 
variety of major global issues.

In Brazil (see photo above), the seventh Franciscan 
Youth Mission took place, coinciding with the third 
Serata Laudato si’ (Laudato si’ Evening). This initiative 
was sponsored by the Franciscan Province of the 
Immaculate Conception (Brazil) and was held in the 
city of Xaxim. Eight hundred young people took the 
opportunity to reflect on Caring for our Common Home 
over a period of five days (January 29th to February 
2nd, 2020). The event involved evangelization, culture, 
learning, and celebration — and the young people 
engaged with great enthusiasm. 

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 
themes were highlighted, so that future Franciscan 
Youth Missions would address issues such as ecology, 
justice, migration, respect for nature, quality of life, 
and simplicity. These values are particularly in tune 

with the Franciscan charism and they are urgent and 
necessary in today’s world.

In India (see photo below), more than three 
hundred young people from different states in India 
committed themselves to be instruments of peace 
at the 2020 Franciscan Youth (FRAYME) gathering, 
held in the Parish of St. Sebastian, Chennai, from 
January 31st to February 2nd, 2020. This new initiative, 
promoted by the OFM Secretariat for Evangelization 
and Missions in India, is intended to foster Franciscan 
values and to motivate young people from the 
Franciscan parishes of India to be actively engaged 
in parish life. On one of the days, the participants 
marched three kilometres with lighted candles and 
placards, singing in different languages and asking to 
be instruments of peace. Those who saw more than 
three hundred young people from YouFra (along with 
many others) had an opportunity to get to know St. 
Francis better and also to ask themselves questions 
about the need for peace.
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March against Human Trafficking
In 2015, Pope Francis designated 

February 8th, the feast day of St. 
Bakhita as World Day of Prayer, 
Reflection, and Action against Human 
Trafficking. The theme for 2020 was 
“Together against Trafficking” — 
to underline that this is a problem 
that concerns everyone. Once of the 
groups involved was “Talitha Kum”, a 
network of religious Congregations 
working against human trafficking 
and promoting a variety of activities 
worldwide.

Two important events were held 
in Rome to mark the day. Talitha Kum 
organized a prayer vigil on February 
8th in the Basilica of St. Anthony (at 
the Antonianum) as well as a public 
march on the next day from Castel 
Sant’Angelo to St. Peter’s Square. 
Those who marched also attended 
the Sunday Angelus  following the 
march. Pope Francis denounced 
human trafficking as “a true plague 
that exploits the weakest [and 
therefore requires] the commitment 
of all; educational institutions, 
associations, and agencies.”

Restoration of a Bernini 
masterpiece in a Franciscan 
church 

Carrara marble that after twenty 
years has recovered its whiteness 
and shine, the face of Blessed 
Ludovica whose fascination has been 
recaptured, the limbs contorted by 
the spasm of ecstasy, the clothes, 
the coverlet on the bed, even the 
lace edging of the pillow… while, all 
around, the gilding of the stuccoes 

dazzles and the delightful cherubs, 
whom the great Bernini wished 
to fly playfully under the canvas 
depicting St. Anne, return to show 
us their faces. Thanks to six months 
of cleaning and restoration carried 
out by the soprintendenza speciale 
di Roma as part of the Fondo Edificio 
di culto initiative, the Albertoni 
chapel located in the church of San 
Francesco a Ripa, in Trastevere, 
once again shines brightly. This 
work by the great sculptor (76 
years old at that stage) transformed 
the space into a magical place, a 
masterpiece of the Baroque, thanks 
to its architecture, sculpture, and 
its unsurpassed mastery of light. “A 
sensitive restoration that combines 
conservation and protection 
with increased enjoyment”, 
notes superintendent Daniela 
Porro, who emphasised that the 
restoration work, financed by the 
soprintendenza speciale di Roma 
and carried out by Elisabetta Zatti, 
cost a total of €39,000. The restorer 
explained that the cleaning of the 
marble has brought out Bernini’s 
typical style of working (including 
the red jasper of which the cloth 
resting at the foot of bed is made, to 
a later design by Bernini). He used to 
work the marble in his statues with 
different finishes — from polished 
to rough — in order to allow the 
[reflected] light to accentuate the 
chiaroscuro, “as if he were using a 
brush”. (Source: repubblica.it)

OFM Conventuals plan for the 8th 
Centenary of St. Anthony of Padua

In 2020, we will commemorate a 
very significant date. Eight hundred 
years ago, a young Augustinian 
Canon named Fernando was 
attracted by the witness of a small 
group of friar martyrs, the Franciscan 
Protomartyrs, whose liturgical feast 

day we celebrate on January 16th. 
Fernando decided to become a 
member of the Friars Minor in order 
to die like them for the sake of the 
Gospel. He chose Friar Anthony as 
his new name.

In 2021, we will commemorate 
the date that marks Friar Anthony’s 
totally unexpected arrival in Italy 
(1221). With encouragement from St. 
Francis, Anthony would soon embark 
on new means of evangelization in 
the service of the Church.

For further information: 
ofmconv.net

The decision of the Camerino 
Poor Clares following the 2016 
earthquake

So as not to abandon the people 
of Camerino, the Poor Clares made 
the decision to leave the Poor Clare 
monastery in San Severino that 
had been hosting them after the 
destruction of their own monastery. 
Living back home in a temporary 
wooden building erected in their 
garden with a small chapel for 
liturgies, the community of sisters 
share prayer and also share the lives 
of the people who have suffered so 
much since the 2016 earthquake.

The Poor Clares of Camerino ask 
for support — most importantly 
by prayer and, if possible, with a 
donation.

Bank details:
IBAN: IT77 H030 6968 8300 0000 

0001 032 | SWIFT: BCI TIT MM XXX 
Banca Intesa Agenzia di Camerino, 

Via Pallotta, 14 - 62032 Camerino 
(Macerata - IT), 

Account name: Monastero S. 
Chiara - Via Ansovino Medici, 20 - 
62032 Camerino (Macerata - IT)

CC Postale: 17194606 — made 
out to Monastero S. Chiara - Via 
Ansovino Medici, 20 - 62032 
Camerino (Macerata - IT).

translator: fr. Caoimhín Ó Laoide, OFM

https://roma.repubblica.it/cronaca/2020/01/30/foto/nuova_luce_sul_capolavoro_di_bernini_l_estasi_della_beata_albertoni_torna_a_splendere_a_roma-247172807/1/?ref=fbplrm&fbclid=IwAR2P_TlMdGejcxzybTg3j31a_3f91OA9-WAJzovcYp4gQbNGsWMxiCtxvmo#1
https://www.ofmconv.net/ottavo-centenario-di-santantonio-di-padova/
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PROSPERO RIVI, Con tutto il 
cuore e con tutta l’anima. Una via 
francescana alla contemplazione, 
(With all one’s heart and soul. A 
Franciscan path to contemplation),  
Edizioni Porziuncola, S. Maria 
degli Angeli 2019, 154 pp.

The author’s intention is 
to describe the nature and 
characteristics of what is commonly 

called contemplative prayer or the prayer of recollection 
but is called mental prayer in the Franciscan tradition. 
This volume suggests the inner dispositions necessary 
for the development of an effective personal spirituality. 
It aims to foster a fruitful interchange between the 
two fundamental aspects of every authentic Christian 
experience: prayer and interpersonal relationships.

RICHARD ROHR OFM, The 
Universal Christ: How a Forgotten 
Reality Can Change Everything 
We See, Hope for and Believe, 
Convergent Books, New York 
2019, 272 pp.

In his decades as a globally 
recognized teacher, Franciscan 
Friar Richard Rohr, a member of the 
Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
USA, has helped millions realize 
what is at stake in matters of faith 
and spirituality.  

Drawing on the Franciscan Christocentric tradition, 
on scripture, history, and spiritual practice, Rohr 
articulates a transformative view of Jesus Christ as a 
portrait of God’s constant, unfolding work in the world. 
‘God loves things by becoming them’, he writes, and Jesus’ 
life was meant to declare that humanity has never been 
separate from God – except by its own negative choice. 
When we recover this fundamental truth, faith becomes 
less about proving Jesus was God, and more about 
learning to recognize the Creator’s presence all around 
us and in everyone we meet. The Universal Christ is an 
invitation to contemplate how God liberates and loves 
all that is.

CAYETANO SÁNCHEZ 
FUERTES OFM, San Pedro 
Bautista y compañeros 
protomártires de Japón. Vida, 
martirio, escritos (St. Peter 
Baptist and Companions, 

Protomartyrs of Japan. Life, Martyrdom, and Writings, 
BAC Editorial, Madrid 2019, 352 pp. 

St. Peter Baptist and his fellow protomartyrs of 
Japan have a special place in the history of the Missions 
and in the annals of Japanese Christianity. At the same 
time, because the 26 martyrs were from three different 
continents and from all levels of society, their witness 
also reflects the catholicity of the Church. St. Peter 
Baptist and his companions had an approach to mission 
in Japan that has great contemporary relevance. They 
were ahead of their time in making what we now call 
“a preferential option for the poor”, by which the primary 
recipients of evangelization are the poor. Their approach 
was revolutionary and even called into question the 
foundations of Japanese society, although this was not 
their intention.

FRANCISCO MARTÍNEZ 
FRESNEDA OFM, Saber y 
sabor de Dios en Cristo. 
Pensamiento franciscano (To 
know and taste God in Christ. 
Franciscan thought.), Edizioni 
Espigas, Murcia 2020, 599 
pp.

This book is made up of a 
number of sections, each with 
three articles, and each with 
a different theme such as: 
Jesus Christ; Mary; Franciscan 

mission and teaching, etc. The book title recalls the 
approach of Franciscan thinkers who affirm that 
wisdom, as a faith-experience, must be tasted (saber). 
This activity leads to the development of a taste (sabor) 
that becomes knowledge (saber) of God. Here we have a 
foundational aspect of the Franciscan theological project 
that is based on a number of things: on scripture; on the 
value of the person and on fraternity; on the concrete 
events of society where peace and mutual coexistence 
are sought from the standpoint of the vulnerability of 
poverty and in defence of the humanities and science.

FRANCISCAN 
BOOKMARKS
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2020 INTERNATIONAL JPIC COURSE “PROMOTING JPIC 
IN TIMES OF ECOLOGICAL CRISIS”

The 2020 international JPIC course will be held in 
Manila, the Philippines, from May 3rd to 10th, 2020 with 
the theme: “Promoting JPIC in Times of Ecological Crisis”.  
This meeting is a great opportunity to train JPIC leaders 
and to develop networking and communication. It is 
open to the Franciscan family and any others who are 
interested.

Participants may register until April 26th, 2020.
Please download the communication from the Vicar 

General, Br. Julio Bunader, OFM, which gives details 
of the programme as well as practical information: 

English – Español – Italiano

2020 SUMMER COURSES IN FRANCISCANISM IN THE 
U.S.

Franciscan School of Theology 
This July the Franciscan School of Theology (FST) will 

offer four sessions exploring themes on the Franciscan 
Social Vision in today’s Church and society. Topics 
will range from: (1) Francis, his spiritual experience, 
his Gospel interpretation, and contemporary life; (2) 
Writings of Francis of Assisi; (3) The Franciscan vision of 
John Duns Scotus; (4) The spirituality of presence with 
the dying.

For further information: www.fst.edu 

St. Bonaventure University
The Franciscan Institute at St. Bonaventure University 

will host a Secular Franciscan Conference in June and 
offer three online courses as part of their annual 
summer offerings. 

For further information: www.sbu.edu 

DIARY OF THE 
MINISTER GENERAL 

MARCH 2020

1-7
ROME

Period of personal study

13-15
BILBAO

Meeting with Poor Clare 
and Conceptionist Federations

16-27
ROME

Tempo Forte

17-18
CAGLIARI

5th Centenary of the birth of
St. Salvador of Horta

21-22
NAPLES

Mass at the shrine of 
La Madonna della Speranza

29-31
CHICAGO
Medical tests

NEW GENERAL VISITATOR

Br. Lovro Gavran
Province of the Holy Cross, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
for the Custody of 
the Annunciation of the BVM, 
Albania

http://www.ofm.org
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https://twitter.com/ofmdotorg
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https://twitter.com/ofmorgIT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Hy8Y1XJg-0Va4JRYLqdbZ1A9QAOU3v59
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Z7SUNopmDmjgunvobsf0wQ5wmiH9zQgO
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AmzIxrgn_CR1cJDOM41g-aIuyq6MMJ3V
https://www.fst.edu/academics/degrees-and-programs/non-degree-programs/continuing-education-2/
https://www.sbu.edu/about-sbu/sbu-campus-maps-directions/franciscan-institute/summer-2019-programs
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