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Address

LORRAINE DAUDELIN
60, Grimard St.,

Ludlow, Massachussetts
MA 01056

| am secondgeneration Franco/American, grandchild of FrenchCanadian immigrants, | was
educated by the Sisters of the Assumption dficolet, both in a bilingual parish elementary
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history played an important role in my education.Further, the Blessed Sacrament Fathers
(founded by St. PeterJulian Eyrmard) were the chaplains of the boarding school, so there was

a strong Eucharistic spirituality. | was introduced to music by my mother, and studied piano

with Anna Wise, and organ with Clair Weir.

Advanced education led to a career itibrary scienceAT A ) x1 OEAA AO A O02A0
catering to chemists and engineers at Monsanto Companirench was now applied to
translating Belgian Patents in the fields organic and polymer chemistry and engineerind.
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was amemberofthd PAAE AT |, Eiatbdadddfe derida®Thémical Society.

| pursued genealogy and traced my maternal line through Canada back to France. For
relaxation and recreation, | studiedart with Paul Scopp, Ron Bessette, John Phelps, Mari
Funai, Robert Masla etc. anghotography with Lester Campbell as an adjunct to my interest
in art. | am a member of the Springfield Museum Association.
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Franciscan St. Hyacinth College and Seminary (Granby, $dpand pursued studies inLay
Ministry and Biblical Studies.| am certified in both. During that time | also pursued a more
spiritual avenue of art by studying lconography (the theory, history, spirituality and the

actual writing of the icons) in the 12" Century Russian Byzantine Tradition with Orthodox
Iconographer Vladislaw Andreyev of New York.

TRAVEL My wanderings have taken me to Quebec (including the Gaspe Peninsula), New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Ontario, Wales, England, Befg France (3
OOEDPO h ) OAiluh ' OAAAAR 400EAU AT A OEA ¢gani u , A
of New England, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Missouri, Arizona, Utah,
Wyoming, Montana, Colorado, etc. All of my travels mustate a spiritual, historical, or
culturalgoal.) AT 1106 CciI AAT OO EOOO AIID.OEA OAEA T £ <
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Historical overview

THE WORKS IN THE HOLY LAND
On the occasion of the establishment of the Annual Good
Friday collection in Canada, at the request of the Holy See,
Monseigneur theArchbishop, and our Monsignors the
Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of Quebec

By
Rev. Father Frederic of Ghyvelde
Custodial Vicar of the Holy Land

Quebec
J.A. Langlais, Editor and Publisher
177 St. Joseph St., St. Roch
1882



INTRODUCTION
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To reclaim and conserve the Catholicity of the Shrines of Palestine which withessed all the

great mysteries of our Redemption2. To work for the conversion of the infidels, heretics and
Schismatics who are far too numerous and alas, too powerful in these blessed countries

which the Christian tongue so aptly namedThe Holy Land!

This work is of interest to all of Catholicism to the extent that mre than fifty popes
recommended through special Bulls, the origin of this worlt enjoyed the help of our

common ancestors, the faithful of old, Catholic France which always provided the support and
protection of the governments which succeeded in thisary Christian country.

Actually, the first Crusade materialized in France, through the entreaties of the French monk,
OEAOOA 1 6%Oi EOA 0AOAOh OEA (AOIEOD AT A A #1 0O
Clearly this resulted in the French protectoate of JerusalemSaint Louis died on the beach of

Africa, and our monarch inherited his zeal for the Holy Siterancis Ist saved them from

their eminent loss; Louis XIV and Louis XV protected them, and this French tradition was

never interrupted, not even in the most evil days of the TerrorActually today, more

specifically than in the past, the Holy Land Custody finds itself officially and exclusively under

the protectorate of Catholic France since the Congress of Berlin.

The Sultans of Egypt and Catantinople came in turn.Despite their own persecutions, they
confirmed at a distance throughout the centuries, the French Rights (Latin Catholics) over the
main Sanctuaries through a series afrrmans whose original texts are carefully preserved in
our archives in the Holy Land.

Visibly protected by God in the merciful design of his Divine Providence, the work in the Holy
Land nonetheless finds itself in great distressThe difficulties of the times causing the
Al 1T OEAAOAAT A OAAOAGDRE.T | £/ OEA EAEOEAEOI 60 1 £

Upon the simple wish of the Holy See, Monsignor Archbishop, and the Monsignors Bishops of
the Ecclesiastical Province of Quebec, being of a single mind, recommend this work to their
pious faithful. The pastoral appeal echoes in the hearts of thHaithful. Their generous and
entirely free offerings prove to our great consolation, that their religious sympathies
nonetheless remain with the Works of the Holy Site§.his sympathy continues to grow as



they become better acquainted with themWe could sy better acquainted with the nobility
and holiness of its origin, the heroic continuation throughout the centuries, the development
and actual needs, and especially the incomparable spiritual advantages which the Holy
Church bestows upon its benefactors.

With this goal, we publish this Overview the name of the entire Franciscan Custody of the
Holy Land, to give public withess and all our gratitude to the Bishops, the Clergy and the
faithful of the little but beautiful Church of CanadaWe very happy to epress our sacred debt
of gratitude. We manage to contribute something to the glory of God, and attract abundant
blessings from Heaven on all those whom we will continue to have the pleasure of calling by
OEA CAT OI A TAIT A OAOI OEAOOGS ET #AT AAAA
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The Origin and historic summary throughout the centuries

Through divine inspiration in 1219, our Seraphic Father Saint Francis of Assisi, with twelve
companions, religious of his Order, boarded a ship at the port of Ancona and left the

Orient. On the way, the saint stopped at the Island of Cyprus where he would soon send

&OAT AEOAAT [ EOOEI T AOEAOh EEO AOI OEAOORh AT A 1A
when he sent his twelve companions, two by two, where he judgedéir presence to be most

useful. He himself boarded with one Brother lllumine for Egypt which he wanted to convert

to Jesus Christ, and he arrived at Damietta besieged by the Latins.

The two armies were camped nearby, and it was possible to go from one gato the other

without fear of being massacred. The Sultan had promised a piece of gold to anyone who

brought him the head of a ChristianAfter a lengthy prayer, Francis confidently went toward

the city, his holy lips pronouncing these wordsO 7 E AT n the<vAIIeyEof death, | will fear

17 AOGEI h AAAAOOA Brotker ide shatedtiis cdlniand courageilang
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confidence in the Lord, forwe AA EAOA AAAT I Pl EOEAA OEA x1 OA 1 A&
OAT A UT O 1 EEA 1 Al AOA few ste@sEukher, thef ca@e upofEa kahd oD A 08 6
Sarrasins who submitted them to cruel treatment and put them in chaingrancis said to

OEAIT h O)istish B AEA#EA O WDwadtbe SulOMakiGI&amel , known in

the West asMeledin.
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listened to the servant of God, pressing him to prolong his stay with him and granted him and

his companions permission to preach freely in EgypBut the saint realized that the hour to

preach the holy Gospel with success had not yet arrived, and he resolved to leave Egypt to

visit the Holy Sites.From there, he returned to Italy, to his home at Saint Mary of the Angels.

The trip of the Seraphic @AA 08 O &1 01 AAO OAOGOI OAA ET 1 PATETC
I AOAET ET C bénevblenselFroM fat @nent the Sultan started treating the

Christians with less violenceOther than the rift with the Crusades, he let the prisoners freely

return to their respective countries, returned the true Cross removed from Jerusalem by

Saladin, and zealously provided for those among them who were the pooreSbon during his

private discussions with Francis, he begged him to ask the Lord in his behalf theage to

attach himself to the religion he found so agreeable.

Several years later, the saint appeared to two of his religious in Syria, and ordered them to
find the Sultan who was gravely ill, and to baptize himnstructed once again by two
FranciscansMeledin secretly swore off his errors, was baptized and went to receive in
Heaven the reward for his charity toward Christians(Life of St. Francis of Assiggf Mame
(Tours) 1876.)
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With brother Illumine, the saint left EQypt and continued toward the HolyCity, which alas,

had already fallen once again into the hands of the InfidelSonetheless he was able to leave
some of the Religious who arrived with him in Palestine, on the holy mountain of ZioBthers

he left in Bethlehem near the holy Grotto wherehte Savior of the world was bornFrom there

he went to Nazareth, and he left others near the holy house where the great mystery of the
Incarnation took place, and where they lived for so many years under the venerable roof,
Jesus, Mary and Josegthe entire Holy Family.As for himself, he went to SaintleanA 6 | A O A
where he received as in other places as well, a large number of Crusaders as Novices in the
Seraphic Order, and he continued to the city of Antioch where he founded a monastery.

Eight miles from Antioch there is a place which is called the Black Mountain, because this

mountain is surrounded by a radius of two miles of very dense trees, which gave a very dense

and dark shadeThere he found the large Benedictine monasterythe Abbot had carefully

AgAil ET AA EAEOOO &OEAOO -ETT 0860 xAU T &£ | EEA xEA
He with his community renounced all the goods the monastery owned into the hands of the

patriarch of Antioch. With the approval of His Beatitude, he and his rajious became

Franciscans and continued to live in the same convent and the same solitude.

Some years later, here is what happened in this holy retrea@ne night, after compline, father
guardian (In the convents of our Order, the superiors are called Grghans), a holy man was
praying in the somber and silent forest, found himself surrounded by an immense and gentle
light, and in the midst of the limpid clarity of this celestial illumination, he distinctly saw a
large cortege of people dressed in scarletarrying a candle in their hand and respectfully
saluting him as they passed.

Behind this first group walked a second, with beautiful green habits, each person forming this
group also held a torch in hand, and saluted the religious as they passed, tlaethird group
followed in habits white as snow.Finally a fourth group made up of ten men dressed
differently, with an even more venerable airThey had the most resplendent faces and passed
like the first. This mysterious procession was formed by a notablLady of brilliant beauty,
walking between two personages who appeared to have attained a ripe age, and the other
already having reached a very old ag&ather Guardian who understood nothing of this great
vision, very confidently and with a great sereny of soul, addressed the noble Lady and
begged her for the love of Jesus, to tell him who she was, and who were these other people in
her cortege and where they were going with so much solemnity?

4EA |, AAU OAPI EAA O) Al OE Aouiadd@ds koor rdquesttd& A T 1 A
two people who are walking by my side are Saint Peter and the other is Saint John the

Evangelist.The persons who make up the first group are the Martyrs; the second the

Confessors; the third the Virgins, and the last are th&postles.We are going to Antioch to

receive the soul of one of your Brothers who will die tomorrow morning at the time of Tierce.

Know also, venerable Father, that after eight days, we will return to your own Convent with

the same solemnity to claim thesoul of another religious and bring him with us in triumph to

Heaven. The vision disappeared and the Guardian returned to the Convehtat night, after

Matins, without saying anything about the great vision he had seen, sent two of his religious
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to Antioch. When they returned they announced the death of a Brother who died at the hour

of Tierce.So the Guardian assembled his religious in chapter, and explained the vision to all of
them in tears.Each prepared himself with an irresistible fervor for the visi of the Queen of
Angels, promised for the following week.

On the eighth day, after Mass father Guardian came down with a high fever and died at the
hour of Sext.The Holy Virgin came with her celestial cortege to take his soul and bring it with
hertottE A (T 1T A T &£ OEA %l AAOS

The Franciscan Mission or Custody was therefore founded in the Holy Latidincluded the
Island of Cyprus, Egypt, Syria and Palestine, all the countries that Saint Francis himself had
visited. Such is the origin of this mission whib would extend from Constantinople to the Red
sea, and would include within it the most august sanctuaries of the world, holy and noble
origin going back directly to Francis of Assisi, the patriarch of the poor, the stigmatized of
Alverna. Mission, as we ay, that would develop through the ages as we will see further in this
article, sustained and encouraged by the roman Pontiffs, placed under the ultimate protection
of France$ OA O Al 1l OEA DPAOOGAAOOEI 1T Oh EO xTadd A
cemented with their very blood, to preserve for the Catholic world its precious sanctuaries
and for the poor Latin populations of the East, conserve their Faith which is always in such
grave peril, in the midst of the infidels.

Uponreturningto) OAT Uh 3 AET O & OAT AEO OAT 6 AOT OEAO
where his religious had already built a number of conventdn 1222, the Franciscans built a

little residence on Mount Zion near the Holy Cenaclén 1226, the guardian ofthe Hb U  # E O

convent, brother Jean de St. Martin is consecrated patriarch of Jerusalém1229, Brother
"ATTEOh OEA bDPOT OET AEAI 1T ETEOOAO CAOA OEA 1
his friend, Jean de Brienne, who left the scepter and crowa take the humble habit as a
disciple of Francis of Assisi.

In 1230, the Bull of Pope Gregory IX made the Franciscans the Guardians of the Sanctuaries.
Another Papal Bull recommended the Brothers Minor (the Franciscans) to the patriarchs of
Jerusalem andAntioch. Around the this time and during subsequent years, the Sultan of Egypt
recognized and granted to the Corded (Franciscans) the rights over the sanctuaries, and saw
them as Custodians and masters of Most Holy Sepulcher and Calvéryew firman from
Saladin confirmed their property rights over the Cenacle and the Most Holy Sepulchéx all
these precious sanctuaries, not one had been conferred to our father Saint Francis nor to his
children before their arrival in the Holy Land.4 E A # A O E 1 dirédady@wn/s&muchtada
single inch of land, neither in Jerusalem, nor in all of Juddtis our Fathers who with the
donations from the West, who acquired them little by little, one at a time, at a cost of
thousands of difficulties and great sufferingSoon they would have to defend them at the

price of their own blood.

The fanatic Ayyubids (Kurds) who had been called against the Crusades overran Palestine,
launched against Jerusalem, took over the Holy City, and made a horrible carnage of the
Christians. Five thousand Christians were massacred by these barbarians, and with them all
the Franciscans who were at Most Holy Sepulcher and the Holy Cenacle (1245).

AA
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Other Franciscans in different missions around Palestine soon joined their Jerusalem
Brothers in the glory of martyrdom.

The Mamluks pillaged and burned Bethlehem, Nazareth and Arsuf, and put to death several of
our fathers. At Safito, two Franciscans were skinned alive out of hatred for the faith,

submitted to an inhuman flagellation, then decapated. Returning from Egypt, The cruel

Sultan Bibas sacked the city of Téviv, ravaged Syria, destroyed our convents of the Black
Mountain in Antioch and Tripoli, and massacred all our religious.

Elsewhere there were other martyrs:At Azaz, by order othe Sultan,Father Philip du Puy had
his tongue torn out, then all the phalanx of his fingers cut one after the other, then he was
skinned alive.After this cruel torture, in the end they cut off his head.

YT pcwph A OAA AAOA tboukval bfthe Erdsddes infPalesin® feth OEA 1 .
under the power of the infidels.As we know from history, all the Latin clergy, with all that

was left of the Crusades in Palestine, as well as all the Religious Orders and the military left

the Holy Land.Only the Franciscans remained in the middle of the ruins and general

desolation. They would remain thus for nearlysix centuries with numberless vexations and

continuous tribulations. Even at the cost of their blood, they nonetheless faithfully kept watch

over the sanctuaries and the conservation of the Faith among the local Latins.

May we cite here a few examples taken from thousands, to give some idea of the odious,
barbaric nature of these vexations and the contradictions which were like the daily breaaf
our Fathers in the Holy Land over six hundred years.

After the irreparable disaster of Ptolemais and the final expulsion of the Crusades, our

Fathers were not however, totally abandoned in their isolationThey were assured of the

(TTU &AOEA®@ @1 OTEALERDIOAAR OEA 3AOAPEEA |/ OAAOBO
DOET AAOGCOAAO 1 AOCAOOAS

Brother Roger Guerin of Aquitaine, French Franciscan and the one of our religious who did
the most for the conservation of Catholicism in the Sanctuaries of the Hdlgnd, was
delegated by the Order to open negotiations with the new masters of Palestine.1307, he
obtained

From the Sultan of Egypt, the ability of the Franciscans to inhabit the sanctuaries and to serve
them liberally. In 1337 this same Roger built tle convent of the Most Holy Sepulcher, the one
on Mount Zion and the one in BethlehenAfter having negotiated a new treaty with the
Sultan in Cairo, at which time he transmitted the price of the sanctuaries paid by the pious
king of Sicily, Robert of Anjoltand his virtuous wife, Sancha of Mallorca.hen the king
requested a confirmation from pope Clement VI who, through two Briefs, one with the
Minister General of the Order and the other with the king himself, conferred into perpetuity
the safeguarding of he Holy Sites to the Children of Saint Francis of Assisi.

By this great act, the Holy Land Works could not have been recognized or confirmed in a
more noble, more authentic or more solemn manneSuch guarantees seemed to assure a
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tranquil security if not an abundant prosperity.However it was not to be soOur annals tell us

that even during the era of these transactions, the blood of our Missionaries ran under the

Muslim scimitar sharpened by vengeance and fanaticisd. EAO6 O EIl x A &OAT AEOA
(Egypt) was skinned alive due to hatred of the Christian faith; another was sawed through the

middle of his body, and a third was sawed between two boards in Lower Egypt.

In 1365 the Grand Master of Rhodes with one of his allies, sacked the city of Alexaadrnd

retreated laden with booty. The Muslims took revenge on the Christians, especially on the

Franciscans of Egypt and Palestin@he twelve religious of Mount Zion were taken by the

Soudan and held in a black prison for five year$hey were removed fran there only to be

martyred. Others were removed from assorted convents in Palestine, taken to Damascus

xEAOA OEAU xAOA OOAEAAO O1 OA O WEehthdFraadisEasE OT 1 1 .
returned to Jerusalem, they found the Georgians had confiscatedlf of Calvary, the

Armenians had taken the tomb of the Most Holy Sepulcher, and a Muslim dervish had taken

over the tomb of the Blessed Virgin!

In 1517 Selim conquered Jerusalen®©n this occasion, he imprisoned all the religious of the
cityintotheTox AO T £ $AOEA AAAAOOA OEAU x1 Oiz&ked O OAIE
Most Holy SepulcherWhen he finally freed them after twenty seven years of captivity, many

were dead in their cells During this time, the Fathers of the Holy Cenacle were the viais of

the most odious vexations on the part of the Jews and the Muslims who brought charges

ACAET OO0 OEAI AAZI OA OEA 301 OA1 60 mooeadpléfdel Al O
having cashes of arms with the intent of calling the French of the&st to come to their

rescue; to transform their convent into a citadel where, dominating the city, they could easily

bombard it, conquer it and turn it over to the Christians!

Frequently, the Grand Master condemned them without trial, and finally aftancessant
harassment and intolerable insults, our Fathers were expelled forever from their convent,
and the august sanctuary was converted to a mosque which it remains to this day!

For their part, the Greeks tried to obtain the Host Holy Sepulcher, andiine Josaphat Valley,

what the Jews and the Turks had obtained on Mount Zio®n the occasion of the restoration

of the cupola of the Most Holy Sepulcher and the rock of Anointing done about this time by

the Custody of the Holy Land, the Greeks accused fRenciscans of having stolen this rock, of
EAOET ¢ 0011 AT OEA -100 (711U 3APOI AEAOh AT A 1T £
VIRGIN, AND SELLING IT TO THE POPE OF ROME!

These things must appear hard to believe to those who will read this, yet despitee
absurdity, this accusation would cost the Latins fabulous sums of money.

Even the hospitality of our Fathers became for them a cause for vexations and sometimes
occasion for grave peril itselfOne day, at the convent of Holy Savior, a high Muslimiofél
arrived at the Franciscan convent with a very large contingent to take his meal with his entire
retinue. This was cause for great embarrassment and considerable expense for our poor
religious. Nonetheless, everything seemed to go well, until one dfe junior officers (if our
memory serves us right) came to abruptly disturb the joyfulness of the feast. A Franciscan
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brother serving at the convent is accused of having let a cat fall into the cistektis

Excellency had drunk water which had been in coatt with the cat, and his venerable

personage was contaminateq what a crime for this Brother! The order was given to arrest

the Franciscan on the spot and throw him in prison with threats of deathfhanks to the

strength of prayers and supplications, andEET A1 1 U OEA CEAO | £ OAOAOAI
dresses for the wives of these officials, and several hundreds of dollars (in Turkish value), the

poor Brother was freed!Hundreds and thousands of times the Franciscans saw their

hospitality paid in kind!

We would think that as we approached more modern times, these aggravations would
disappear, to let us also partake in the benefits of a more enlightened civilizatiohisten to
another instance to the impartial language of history as chronicled ke Order:

On the Island of Cyprus, there were several mass massacres of the Franciscan religilous.
1571 when Selim conquered Cyprus, the convents were destroyed, the churches were
converted to mosques and all the religious came under the sword, excdpt the Custodian
and a few brothers who were made slaves.

1579z/ 1 Ox1 AEEAZAOCAT O T AAAOEIT T O Al 1T OEAT OAT 111
garden in Bethlehem, to make it look like a homiciddhere were so many affronts that in a

single year,it was necessary to go before the Sultan himself against the actions of his sub
alternates.

1581 z At the convent of the Holy Savior, the Cadi of Jerusaldrad the oven tipped over
(which we used daily to bake a thousand to twelve hundred loaves of bredak the poor, the
infirmary, part of the guesthouse free hospitality for our pilgrims).They believed this convent
was a fortress capable of receiving up to ten thousand memhe door of the convent was
walled over and the Franciscans had to enter and exiirough a window.

1600 z Father Francois Manerbe arrived with 44 Franciscans, but the plague had spread
mercilessly through Jerusalem, leaving him with three religioug. The convent at Bethlehem
is besieged several times by the Bedouing.The Custodyseveral religious and their
interpreters were put in irons.

1603 z Father Cesairio of Crino arrived in Jerusalem with 47 religiou3he insults they had to
suffer are unbelievable The Greeks brought up charges that were ridiculously odious, and
they always had to purchase justice at a high price.Jerusalem is besieged by the Bedouins
for 32 days.

1605 z Father Gaudence also had to bitterly suffer and pay out considerable sums to have
false accusations dropped which, had they not been paid to the Caddahe Governor, would
have condemned all the Franciscans to death or exile, and would most certainly have caused
the loss of the Sanctuaries.
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1607 z In their hatred of Christians, the Jews demanded payment 6Ye hundred thousand
gold coinsor risk the destruction of Most Holy SepulcherThrough a merciful intervention
from Divine Providence, this infernal order was revoked.

1627 z The procurator general of the Holy Land (Rev. Father Vasquier) and the interpreter
were put in irons, accused of having unefmined the walls of the city (that is literally) so that
in the event of war, an army of Christians could more easily conquer Jerusalem !!!

1630 z Theophane, Greek patriarch of Jerusalem and his nephew, Archdeacon Gregory both
converted to Catholicism intheir youth and were sent to Rome to continue their studiesThey
had since returned to the schismThe Archdeacon falsified several documents, forged some
firmans, and from the Grand Vizir and the support of the Mother Sultan of Greek origin,
agitatedunOAOGO AiT 1 ¢ OEA (AT TATAO T &£ #1171 00AT O
interpreter, as well as that of the Doge of Venice, and imprisoned (unbelievable!) the
Ambassadors of France, Germany and Venice!!

s A
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1633 - Amurath |V signedthe order to expelthe Franciscans from the Sanctuaries thdte
handed over to the GreekMieanwhile Gregory returned to Catholicism, made his
renouncement at the hands of the Commissioner of the Holy Land (Father Antoine Vasquier)
and revealed all his turpitudes in the presnce of the three above mentioned Ambassadors
then retired in Venice where he lead a Christian life.

1635 z The confession of Gregory was examined at the Divan and recognized as accurate, and
in 1635 a new firman was delivered in our favor and enacted thfollowing year.

1637 z Theophane ran to Constantinople and obtained by devious means a new firman in his
favor. All the Franciscans were able to obtain from the Sultan, was permissiqmw/rchased in
goldfor celebrating Mass on the Most Holy Sepulchetalvary was entirely forbidden them.
While this was going on in Jerusalem, the Franciscans in Bethlehem were forbidden entrance
to the Holy Grotto (their most undeniable property!) and from that point forward they had to
pay the Greeksan entrance feeeachtime they wanted to pray at the site of the Nativity of Our
Lord, or at the feet of the holy manger!

1698 In Jerusalem there was a great agitation against the Franciscans because a pig escaped
from its stable which was said to belong to themAfter having run about the city, it entered
the mosque of Omar (which was then indignantly pronounced profaned!).

1701 z The Cadi of Jerusalem brutally persecuted the Christians and renewed the ancient law
which set the color of their vestments, forbid them fromvemaining seated in the presence of a
Muslim, etc., etcThis law was enforced in many locations such as Aleppo, Damascus, etc. etc.
until the last Crimean war.

1756 z Until now, the Franciscans did not have permission to make the necessary repairs to
the houses in which they lived At night, they secretly made interior repairs as best they
could, but they could do nothing on the outsidezinally, after insisting and at a fabulous price,
they were able to get permission to do the most urgent repairs to thterraces of thefour
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convents in Judea (Nazareth, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and Saint John of the Desert), and to the

"1 AOOAA 6EOCEI 60 3ADPOI AEAO xEEAE AAET C AAIT T x
rains. The walls of this precious sanctuary whichhte Schismatics alone occupy today were

restored, the doors changed, the roof was entirely done oveFhe storm drainage was

diverted and we built a bridge over the Kidron which still exists today(O Good Mother, how

much longer will you leave in the hand®f the Schmismatics this beautiful monument built by

Saint Helena, restored by our ancestors the Crusaders, and where your children the

Franciscans formerly solemnly sang your praises?)

Meanwhile, our Fathers were not lacking property titlesThey had the most authentic!

Already France, the protector of the Holy Sites had made ancient stipulations on this subject.

In 1673, she made new ones in which Louis XIV stipulated recognition of our ancient rights,

and obtained a firman.These new stipulations are gplained in article 33

AOT I OEA 301 OAT 6 0 4 OE Artahca tenewdt Ehdse stipulatons mil740 OO
and obtained a new firman, determining the value of article 33 of the treaty, CONFIRMING

OUR SOLE OWNERSHIP OVER ALL THE SANCTUARIES.

It is neither the authenticity nor the solemnity which is missing from the firmans emanating

AOT T OEA 3 0IWe htiuleher® anEexirdrt oAdne3of these documents, important

for the fact it is curious as well as for its formWe corrected the spellirg while leaving the

original style:

Ol PAOT O /1 01 AT h 31T T &£ Al A Nwb@m ByEHA idfinite GracEsdf Al DA
the All Mighty Creator, and by the abundance of wonders of the chief of his prophets,

Emperor of the victorious emperors, distibutor of Crowns to the greatest Princes of the

earth, servant of the two most sacred and most august cities, beautiful among all those in the

xI ol Ah - AAAA AT A -AAET Ah DPOT OAAOT O T &£ ETTU *A

041 OEA AATECT 0OET A Autdkdf the rdoBt Bririertd dighities df Bissh  AE O O
obeyed and honored, and to this destined by the immense divine mercy, Basha Feroue who
formerly was Bey of Naplouse and now has for his maintenance the principality of Jerusalem,
(whose felicity God preserves!) ad to the Reverend Lord, sage and just judge, fountain of the
real prudence, oracle of justice and truth, heir of the doctrine of the Prophets, atalthis
destined by the immense divine mercyThe Lord Moulacady of Jerusalem, (the doctrine

which increases)having arrived this sacred mien and imperial Seeing, you know the emperor
(the king) of France makes known thabf all antiquity, the priests and French religious who
serve the Churches and sites of devotion which are so numerous in the city of Jerusakemd

in the surrounding areas as well as the pilgrims who come to visi&re accustomed to not
worrying, and live in full freedomconforming with the imperial stipulations which are among
us, and that from all of antiquity they are in possession of the Chalr of Bethlehem, for while

in the past they permitted the Armenian people and the other Christian nations to have a
chapel in said Church of Bethlehem to pray according to their usagbat /it is always reserved
to them the Grotto where Jesus was bofto whom be honor and glory!) which is below the
Church; and if on several times the other Christian nations wanted to fight for the possession,
it was always judged that it was only the French Religious (the Franciscans) who have the
right in the Church of Béhlehem and who can celebrate Mass or Liturgies in said Grotto, no
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less to light the lamps; and if the other Christian nations have a Chapel and celebrate their

Mass or Liturgy in said Grotto, it is only with the permission of the French Religioughis is

according to theseveral commandments of the Sultans of Egypt, who since the conquest of

the country were confirmed at the time when reigned my merciful agent Sultan Soliman, of

happy memory, (may he be inglory/ AT A ADPDPOI OAA AU OAOAOAI #AAEO

O 4 E E @ dodulnknt recognizes that since antiquity the French Religious are in possession

of the most Holy Sepulcher, and the tomb of the Blessed Virgin, etc., and continues thus:
O&ET Al 1 Uh OEAO OEA #EOOAEAO AT A OEQAdityx EEAE O
conforming with the stipulations and titles, which they have in their hands, are renewed, and

that they never be troubled in their possession by the Armenians and other Christian

nationalities.

O.1T0 TT1U OEA &OAT AE Al enék Ot dso hitambagsador®@dyded &0 A A
in his name in such a way that, having regard for the supplication which was made to my

sublime throne and which the emperor (king) of France always was sincere among my

parents and grandparents, and similarly withmy eminent Porte (tribunal), that the request is

my imperial consent4 EAO8 O xEU 1T £ All OEA OEOAO xEEAE EI
governed by the French Religious, should be rendered and consigned to their hands, and

those who want to disturband worry said religious in the future be deterred and stopped, my

imperial commandment intervenes.

| COMMAND that upon the arrival of my high and imperial commandment, accompanied

between the daouds of my sovereign Door (Tribunal), the happiness whiglou enjoy, as

contained herein, that the churches and the devotional sites in the city of Jerusalem and its
surroundings, which from all antiquity are to be held and owned by the French religious be

restituted and turned over to them, and that they be plesed in the same manner and way

which they had in the past, and be prevented from being molested, angered or troubled by

OEA 1 Ol ATEAT O AT A AU 1 OEAO #EOEOOEAT 1 AOQOEITT 08

Starting now, you will use great diligence and take great care in guarding against anything
being done against my sovereign and imperial commandment, which after having read, you
will consign it fo the hands of the French religiouand add faith to this sared and imperial
seeing mein.

07 OEOOAT
of the Prophet one

tho thirty (which is the year of Christ, one thousand six hundred and
OxAT OU 1TTA

$AT 000 " AOA E-Aook df Guiniati € AcAil, iOtEd yeab 1 A h
and
iT OEA OE@OE | &£ - AU 856

AO
ousa
A

We have already seen by the sad, preceding facts what the Muslim authorities said and the
justice of our treaties, and the solemnity of their firmansThe following facts overshadow
their ironic conduct., AO6 O &I 1117 x OEA |/ OAAOG6O AEOITEAI AOq
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1757 - At the beginning of 1757, French ambassador, the count of Vergennes obtained a new
firman from Othman lll, confirming the Latins as exclusive owners of the sanctuaries which
Louis XIV had rendered to them in 1690The pretentions of the Greeks had beedeclared
without foundation, and the Pasha of Damascus, had ordered the severe punishment of the
three oriental monks who had beaten our Brother sacristan at Holy Sepulcher.

So, here on Palm Sunday, after the Franciscans had retired after their usuabqgession, the
Greeks tipped over our altar adorned before the Most Holy Sepulcher, broke all the silver
lamps, tore all the velvet and brocade tapistries which the Franciscans had put in place for
the feast. They destroyed everything that belonged to theatins, striking the Catholics they
met and sought to end the lives of the religioug.he governor was alerted too late, and
deterred by a Greek, his secretary put off to the next day, his visit to the sildowever it was
too late for the Greeks to deceivlim, so he sent the troops to allow the Franciscans to enter
(T1TU 3AO0EI Oh AT A EA AAAI AOGAA AT AAO 1 ACAIIT U A
vandalism.However, in the interim while he waited for the punishment, one of the three
oriental monks who should have been chastised by virtue of the firman cited above, returned
from Constantinople where he had purchased the favor of the Grandzier for the sum of

Five hundred milliondollars (Turkish money). He is followed a few days later by a Turkish
officer carrying a newfirman which gave the Greeks the Basilica of Saint Helena in
Bethlehem, the seven arcades of the Madeleine (IN THE BASILICA OF THE HOLY
SEPULCHERj}he most holy Sepulcher of Our Lord, and that of the Blessed Virgin!!!

M. de Vergennesvanted to protest against such a despicable condudthe GrandVizier

RegybPasha was content to answer with insolenc®®4 EAOA OEOAOG AAI T 1 ¢ OI
Sultan.He can give them to whomever he pleases, and while they were in the hands of the
FrenchuntEl 11T xh (EO (ECETAOO xAT OO0 &EOI I 11 x 11 OE

All the catholic ambassadors present in Constantinople wanted to go before the Turkish
government as a group, but all were of the opinion such action had to wait for the deaththe
Grand Vizier.That would happen a few years later, (1762), but the Catholic influence had
already forgotten the Franciscans and the Sanctuaries of the Holy Land, as they were
approaching the French revolution.

New troubles and new sacrifices weren the offing for the poor Guardians of the Sanctuaries.

1798 z Bonaparte entered Egypt and immediately 80 soldiers were sent to guard the convent
of the Holy Savior and agitate against the Christians in Jerusaldaather Procurator and a
Discreet (memberof the Council of the Holy Land) were thrown in prison. The populace
invaded the convent and pillaged itThe religious had to fleeThey were captured and locked
in the most Holy Sepulcher, to béurned aliveif Bonaparte advanced on JerusaleriVhen he
arrived in Tel-Aviv, all the Christians were locked inside the most Holy Sepulcher for two and
a half months.

An order from the Tribunal delivered the Armenians and the Greeks, but the lay Catholics and
the Religious were freed only after a ransom of 60,000ollars was paid by the Franciscans.
The plague struck TelAviv and all the Religious died of it except the Procurator.
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In Jerusalem, the nineteenth century started with the memory of two dark and sad events:

1808 z In the night of October 11 and 12, ariminal hand set fire to the most Holy Sepulcher.
In this terrible tragedy, our fathers appealed to all the Catholic powers, to no availhese
were such bad times.Meanwhile the Greeks obtained a firman to reconstruct the sacred
Monument and they tookadvantage to erase all the Latin inscriptions and to destroy the
tomb of Godefroy de Bouillon and of Beaudoin.

1810 z The night of July 20 our Brother Sacristan saw the Greeks remove sacrilegiously the
entire part of the rock that contained the verycavity in which the holy cross of Jesus had been
planted on top of CalvaryThis act so impressed the poor religious, he died of grief, three days
later. The Greeks also took the rock of the Angel, and loaded these precious relics on a ship at
Tel-Aviv bound for Constantinople, but a storm at sea sank the boat, and these precious relics
disappeared beneath the waves along with the two boats which accompanied them.

Europe was no longer sending donation®©ur Fathers were left without resources and were
forced to borrow to pay wagesNot having any more credit, they saw the hour coming when
they would have to leave the Orient, abandoning the Sanctuariéod was rationed, they
were reduced to one simple dish of beans per dain this extremity, the Superiorspermitted
all the religious to return to their native lands if they felt they were not strong enough to
survive such a dire privation. They all stayedDivine Providence watched over them and help
arrived8

Now, pious and benevolent souls who read thesaks, would it not be easy to conclude from
the simple exposition of these preceding facts, that since the beginning of the thirteenth
century to the beginning of the nineteenth century, that is during the long time afix
centuriesthe Franciscans of thaHoly Land endured a life of true martyrsMartyrs of patience
unceasing in this malevolence, of calumny, of all sorts of painful vexations, scorn, tyrannized
even inside their own residencesinartyrs to charity, the plague, that frequent calamity in the
Orient that always cut down with such a terrible violence, taking a large number of our
religious; more than six thousandied accordingly, victims of their devotion to the guarding
of the Holy Sites, and for the salvation of their brothers, the local Catlws. Martyrs of blood,
two thousandgiving their lives for Jesus Christ, dying for the most part as we have seen,
amidst cruel torture!

But all their suffering has passedPresently, they have left us with a Faith preserved in the
hearts of the local Catblics, and the rich treasure of ouaugust SanctuariesToday pilgrims
come to pray with a freedom and a security which they often do not find in their native
countries. From the heights of the Celestial Jerusalem, these glorious martyrs send down their
powerful intercession upon the earthly Jerusalem, and on all the Benefactors, the most
abundant and most vivifying benedictions.

Each year our Fathers had to pay the governor, the judges and other Turkish notablaegenty
to twenty-five thousandfrancs for the sole right to guard the most Holy Sepulcher and the
other Shrines!
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1846 z The Holy See reestablished the dignity of a patriarchate to JerusalenThe first titular
was Msgr. Valerga, secretary before Msgr. Villardal, Franciscan, apostolic vicar ofpfleand
first apostolic delegate of SyriaA few years earlier in 1840, Msgr. Guasco, a Franciscan, was
the first apostolic vicar to Egypt, and apostolic delegate to Egypt and Arabikheir two actual
successors are also Children of Saint Francis of Assisi

Before there were any Latin Bishops in the Orient, the Custody of the
Holy Land received great faculties and a number of privileges from the
Holy Seelt was the apostolic delegate for all of the Orient; the

Custodian could give the sacrament of Confiration and Minor

Orders, use the crosier and the miter, consecrate chalices and confer the
order of the Holy SepulcherNow he has none of these privileges,

except to celebrate with the crosier and the miter, nonethelestwties
qguotieswith the Patriarch if he is present ( Synopsis of the history of

the seraphic Order by Father Maried_eon Patrem, apostolic missionary
and present discreet of the Holy Land (Paris, 1879).)

ILLUSTRATIONS

Franciscans friars praying neathe HolySepulcher
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Jerusalem. Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher
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Jerusalem. Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher, Latin Chapel
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Bethlehem. Basilica dhe Nativity
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Bethlehem. Basilica of the Nativity

Jeerusalem. Basilica of the Nations. Gethsemani
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