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Re : Workshop # 13: The family, a haven to dialogue and grow 

 

Pope Leo XIII, gave the Third Order a new Rule, with the Bull "Misericors Dei Filius" (1883). ... 
Chapter II - The Way of Life of Secular Franciscans ... 
 

Excerpts : The franciscan is particularly suited to the good ordering and safeguarding of family and 

social life. Tertiaries, in the first place, shall promote with loving care the Christian family; for upon it, 

in great measure, depends the welfare of the Church and of human society.  

So, in imitation of the Holy Family of Nazareth, they shall strive to uphold the particular aim and the 

sanctity of marriage and of the christian family, to practice the home virtues… 

 

********** 

 

Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris Consortio of Pope Jean Paul II, to the Episcopate, to the Clergy, and 

to the Faithful of the   whole catholic Church,  on the Role of the christian family in the modern world 

 

Love as the Principle and Power of Communion  

18. The family, which is founded and given life by love, is a community of persons: of husband and 

wife, of parents and children, of relatives. Its first task is to live with fidelity the reality of communion 

in a constant effort to develop an authentic community of persons. 

The inner principle of that task, its permanent power and its final goal is love: without love the family 

is not a community of persons and, in the same way, without love the family cannot live, grow and 

perfect itself as a community of persons. What I wrote in the Encyclical Redemptor hominis applies 

primarily and especially within the family as such: "Man cannot live without love. He remains a being 

that is incomprehensible for himself, his life is senseless, if love is not revealed to him, if he does not 

encounter love, if he does not experience it and make it his own, if he does not participate intimately in 

it."(45) 

The love between husband and wife and, in a derivatory and broader way, the love between members 

of the same family-between parents and children, brothers and sisters and relatives and members of the 

household-is given life and sustenance by an unceasing inner dynamism leading the family to ever 

deeper and more intense communion, which is the foundation and soul of the community of marriage 

and the family.  

19. …This conjugal communion sinks its roots in the natural complementarity that exists between man 

and woman, and is nurtured through the personal willingness of the spouses to share their entire life-

project, what they have and what they are: for this reason such communion is the fruit and the sign of a 

profoundly human need. But in the Lord Christ God takes up this human need, confirms it, purifies it 

and elevates it, leading it to perfection through the sacrament of matrimony: the Holy Spirit who is 

poured out in the sacramental celebration offers Christian couples the gift of a new communion of love 

that is the living and real image of that unique unity which makes of the Church the indivisible 

Mystical Body of the Lord Jesus. 

The gift of the Spirit is a commandment of life for Christian spouses and at the same time a stimulating 

impulse so that every day they may progress towards an ever richer union with each other on all levels-
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of the body, of the character, of the heart, of the intelligence and will, of the soul(47)-revealing in this 

way to the Church and to the world the new communion of love, given by the grace of Christ. 

Such a communion is radically contradicted by polygamy: this, in fact, directly negates the plan of God 

which was revealed from the beginning, because it is contrary to the equal personal dignity of men and 

women who in matrimony give themselves with a love that is total and therefore unique and exclusive. 

As the Second Vatican Council writes: "Firmly established by the Lord, the unity of marriage will 

radiate from the equal personal dignity of husband and wife, a dignity acknowledged by mutual and 

total love." 

The gift of the Spirit is a commandment of life for Christian spouses and at the same time a stimulating 

impulse so that every day they may progress towards an ever richer union with each other on all levels-

of the body, of the character, of the heart, of the intelligence and will, of the soul(47)-revealing in this 

way to the Church and to the world the new communion of love, given by the grace of Christ. 

The Christian family is also called to experience a new and original communion which confirms and 

perfects natural and human communion. In fact the grace of Jesus Christ, "the first-born among many 

brethren "(56) is by its nature and interior dynamism "a grace of brotherhood," as St. Thomas Aquinas 

calls it.(57) The Holy Spirit, who is poured forth in the celebration of the sacraments, is the living 

source and inexhaustible sustenance of the supernatural communion that gathers believers and links 

them with Christ and with each other in the unity of the Church of God. The Christian family 

constitutes a specific revelation and realization of ecclesial communion, and for this reason too it can 

and should be called "the domestic Church."(58) 

The Second Vatican Council describes the content of Christian education as follows: "Such an 

education does not merely strive to foster maturity...in the human person. Rather, its principal aims are 

these: that as baptized persons are gradually introduced into a knowledge of the mystery of salvation, 

they may daily grow more conscious of the gift of faith which they have received; that they may learn 

to adore God the Father in spirit and in truth (cf. Jn. 4:23), especially through liturgical worship; that 

they may be trained to conduct their personal life in true righteousness and holiness, according to their 

new nature (Eph. 4:22-24), and thus grow to maturity, to the stature of the fullness of Christ (cf. Eph. 

4:13), and devote themselves to the upbuilding of the Mystical Body. Moreover, aware of their calling, 

they should grow accustomed to giving witness to the hope that is in them (cf. 1 Pt. 3:15), and to 

promoting the Christian transformation of the world."(102)  

Relations with Other Educating Agents  

40. The family is the primary but not the only and exclusive educating community. Man's community 

aspect itself-both civil and ecclesial-demands and leads to a broader and more articulated activity 

resulting from well-ordered collaboration between the various agents of education. All these agents are 

necessary, even though each can and should play its part in accordance with the special competence 

and contribution proper to itself.(104)  

The educational role of the Christian family therefore has a very important place in organic pastoral 

work. This involves a new form of cooperation between parents and Christian communities, and 

between the various educational groups and pastors. In this sense, the renewal of the Catholic school 

must give special attention both to the parents of the pupils and to the formation of a perfect educating 

community. 
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The right of parents to choose an education in conformity with their religious faith must be absolutely 

guaranteed. 

The State and the Church have the obligation to give families all possible aid to enable them to perform 

their educational role properly. Therefore both the Church and the State must create and foster the 

institutions and activities that families justly demand, and the aid must be in proportion to the families' 

needs. However, those in society who are in charge of schools must never forget that the parents have 

been appointed by God Himself as the first and principal educators of their children and that their right 

is completely inalienable. 

But corresponding to their right, parents have a serious duty to commit themselves totally to a cordial 

and active relationship with the teachers and the school authorities. 

If ideologies opposed to the Christian faith are taught in the schools, the family must join with other 

families, if possible through family associations, and with all its strength and with wisdom help the 

young not to depart from the faith. In this case the family needs special assistance from pastors of 

souls, who must never forget that parents have the inviolable right to entrust their children to the 

ecclesial community.  

Family Life as an Experience of Communion and Sharing  

43. The very experience of communion and sharing that should characterize the family's daily life 

represents its first and fundamental contribution to society. 

The relationships between the members of the family community are inspired and guided by the law of 

"free giving." By respecting and fostering personal dignity in each and every one as the only basis for 

value, this free giving takes the form of heartfelt acceptance, encounter and dialogue, disinterested 

availability, generous service and deep solidarity. 

Thus the fostering of authentic and mature communion between persons within the family is the first 

and irreplaceable school of social life, and example and stimulus for the broader community 

relationships marked by respect, justice, dialogue and love. 

The family is thus, as the Synod Fathers recalled, the place of origin and the most effective means for 

humanizing and personalizing society: it makes an original contribution in depth to building up the 

world, by making possible a life that is properly speaking human, in particular by guarding and 

transmitting virtues and "values." As the Second Vatican Council states, in the family "the various 

generations come together and help one another to grow wiser and to harmonize personal rights with 

the other requirements of social living."(106) 

Consequently, faced with a society that is running the risk of becoming more and more depersonalized 

and standardized and therefore inhuman and dehumanizing, with the negative results of many forms of 

escapism-such as alcoholism, drugs and even terrorism-the family possesses and continues still to 

release formidable energies capable of taking man out of his anonymity, keeping him conscious of his 

personal dignity, enriching him with deep humanity and actively placing him, in his uniqueness and 

unrepeatability, within the fabric of society.  

 


