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Franciscan Family 

1525 – 1528 

Saint Francis of Assisi 

(1182 – 1226) 

The Order of Penance 

ʺof Saint Francisʺ 

T.O.F. 

 

First Order 

of Lesser Brothers 

Saint Clare of Assisi 

(1193 – 1253) 

Second Order 

O.S.C. 

O.F.M. 

Observants Secular 

Franciscan 

Order 

O.F.M. 

Capuchins 

 

Damianites 

 

Urbanists 

Coletine 

Poor Clares 

Capuchin 

Poor Clares 

Friars of the TOR and Cloistered Nuns 

With Solemn Vows 

 

– and –  

 

22 Male Congregations 

400 +/–- Female Congregations 

and other institutes 

1210 

1209 

ʺPenitents of Assisiʺ 

 

 

1368 – 1517 

 

All First Order 

Friars follow the 
Rule of 1223 

(Regula bullata) 

approved by 

Honorius III 

 

The Order of Friars Minors is made up of men and, 

according to tradition and law of the Church is also 

known as the ʺFirst Orderʺ. (Cf. The Code of Canon Law: 

A Text and Commentary, Canon 303, p. 246.) 

 

1221: Rule ʺMemoriale Propositiʺ 

given by Card. Ugolino 

 

1211 – 1221 

 

1289: Rule ʺSupra Montemʺ 

given by Nicholas IV  

1883: Rule 

ʺMisericors 
Dei Filiusʺ 

given by Leo XIII 

O.F.M. 

Conventuals 

 

1927: Rule 

ʺRerum Condicioʺ 

given by Pius XI 

 

1978: Rule 

ʺSeraphicus Patriarchaʺ 

approved by Paul VI  

1982: Rule ʺFranciscanum Vitae Propositumʺ 
approved by John Paul II 

The Order of Penance, also known as ʺThird Orderʺ has a mixed 

composition. It is made up of men and women, lay and religious. It is 

ʺsecularʺ (with men and women living in their own houses) and ʺreligiousʺ 

(men and women in living community with the profession of vows). 

1212 

T.O.R. T.O.S. 

 

1323: Rule 

A ʺregularʺ life for 
tertiary hermits 

approved by John XXII 

1263 

1410 

1530 
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The ʺSecond Orderʺ or 

the ʺPoor Claresʺ is made up 

of women who are usually 

cloistered.   

 

Members of the Second Order 

follow a number of rules – 
including the one written 

by St. Clare in 1253 


